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The developjoent of th':- Soviet fishing Industry has taken place In 
two basic d^ectlons: (l) the exploitation of new products awii fishing 
areas, and (2) the perfection of teclinl^ueB In areas fished In the past. 
Particular attention has “been deroted te the creation of a strong northem 
and far eastern njarltlme rishlsg Industry, The rich material basoc of 
those leslns, scarcely tccvhed before thi) reTo3:;tlon, have afforded not 
only a greater total catch for the country "buz a proper distribution of 
oaplt.:.! inveetinent. 

Xn place of the fev obsolete trawlers Inherited tVom Tsarlet 
ft powerful Soviet tr'wllug fl»et, jpade up of the most modera, dooestloailly 
built ships, has been created on the Barents. Sea. For number of fleh 
ca'Tght ^r crew meniber, the trawling fleet stands flrtt among all other 
■^ypes c.r fishing. The yearly average catch per crew ntemt-er (including 
(5o*cciL^.d pc-rsomiel and engineers) In 1,500 cer ners on the better trawlers. 
In comparxjon with the prerevolutionary level of catch In the Barents 
Sea, this la a ?5-fold Increase. The hourly trawling take has about 
doubled. In annuel ctccU per trawler the Soviet trawling fleet Is first 
In the world. Stakhancvlte trawlers each take over 60,000 centners of 
fleh per year. 

The Soviet trawl le superlcr In capacity and ease of handling to 
any known foreign trawl. 

Along with the hvjavy trawlers, smaller motor boats such as the 
combines (kombayny) and the " kn sat kl*’ were built for uoe In llttcral 
fishing V Uelng theoe boats, Soviet flshennen have revived the practice 
of catching berthlc fleh with "mutnlks,” Incorrectly called Danish seines 
or dragnets (snyurrebeda) . 
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An ImmetUate task facing the industry is the developirtent of a 
ccfflinerclal herring catch In the Barents Sea, Ths Arctic Sclent if io 
rlaaearch Institute of tho Flah Econciigr has discovered the schooling 
grounde of maasee f large and fatty herring of the '^olar zalom 
Bpecies. This dlscoyery ie one of great scientific and praotioaX 
signif loanee, prefacing the deyelopment of a latge herring. catch in 
the near future. 

Prerevolutionary fishing in the Far Fast vas based almost 
excluelvely on salmon, fish of this species accounting for 90 Per- 
cent of the annual catch. This was conditioned hy the passive nature 
of the flehing metnodsi With the estahlishiBent of Soviet rule in 
the Far Bast, the fishing Industry there hogan exploiting such other 
valuable fish as herring and Pacific sardines, /Hie total catch in 
far eastern waters in 1939? compared vlth that in I9l3? Vas Up 62 
percent. Herring and sardine accounted for U 5 percent of this 1939 
catch, vhlch in prerevolutlocary days the propor tion of herring vas 
billy percent. The raqific eardiae 'wao entirely unexplcltod. 

At first sardines :*ere caught from small boats vlth fill nets. ^ 
This method of fishing required a great numbor of special Vdetaoliers 
to get the flab out of the nets, and. resulted In low-quality catohee. 

To avoid these difficulties, bags and fixed seines were successfully 
Introduced. A large motor fleet was built and new equipment doslgneft 
to service the seines. Staknanovlto sardine hag fiahermen have 
obtained brilliant results with theoe new tochulques, the beat oatchoe 
now running around 15,000 centners annually. The fixed seines have 
proved even more productive. An entirely original one has been 
designed which can be set In extremely deep water. 

There have been great advances In the nonflsh marine products 
industry of the Far East, parblculerly In crabs and eoa maaniials.^ The 
proportion of these in the total tor eastern take has Increased m- 
fold ^Ince prerevolutionary tlneB/. The building of the crabbing 
flotilla and the "Aleut** whaling mother-ships, which are really huge 
floating plants equipped with the latest processing facilities, is 
one graphic example of tho tremendous transformation uur fleWng 
Indust+y has undergone during tho Stalin five-year plans, 

Flehlng In the Caspian Sea has llKewise been totally transfonwd 
since tho revolution. Floating nets, palr-trawllng (bllznetBOvyy lov), 
fixed Sbines, and alamans have come Into wide use. 

Particularly signif luant has been the development of fixed selx^ 
fishing In the northern Caspian, In 193^ there were nine fixed Bolnet 
In that area. This number Increased to 27 In 1936, 238 in 1938, and 
787' in 1939* The proportion of the total catch represented by fixed 
Swine taken In the Astrakhan fishing area grew from 0.2 ueroeirt in 
1936 io hh - I45 percent in 1939 - 19^0, while in the sane period the 
proportion of the catch taken by sea net fishing. fell from 78 percent 
to 45 - 24 peroenc. This redistribution of tho catch has Incurred a 
sharp Inc^'oese in the productivity of fishing labor. The annual tato 
per f IsheTTnen. working on fixed seines Is 124 ,5 centners, while on other 
forms of netting the take la only 74.2 centners. 

The motorization of collective fishery fleets which 1*3 being 
accomplished with the help f motor fltshlng stations has made possible 
expedition- type fishing. The southern Caspian herring expedition, 
which Is constantly In operation, accounts for 6 percent of the entire 
Caspian herring take, and is manned by only 3 percent of the Caspian 
fishing personnel. This expedition plays an extremely important role 
in mitigating the seasonal fluctiatlons in Casp’an fishing. The herring 
It catches are distinguished by high food value, and are of a size net 
taken coastal waters. 
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Til© tecbnleal re^dq^uipment of the flahlng Industry Is cleftrly 
erldent In the mechanization of aweep-aein© fiehlisg. No other 
Ing Industry in the vcrld ha a such a eufficlency of . mechanized haul- 
ing equltHaent as has haen achieved in the Caeplan Spa. 3cfriet 
fleherpan were the first in the world to mechanize the hauling of 
outrigger nets, and; to practice automatic caatlng of» 0 Sihee. The 
entirely nSw idea of using self-setting seiners (samometnyy nevbdnlh) 
has not only lightened the wcrh of the f isherinen^imt li^oveA the 
quality of casting and enlarged the fished area. 


(hae can appreciate the elgnlflcance cf the Soviet reconstruction 
of the Caeplan Sea Fish Industry when it is realized that to catch 
the same numher vf fish today as In prerevolutionary times requires 
cnly one half the number of fishermen, 

^e emall,^ scale hand- fishing Industry of the Anoy-Blaok Sea 
Basin has hecooiB a flofarlehlng trade under Soviet rule# The morbor 
fleet of f iBhing boats , t otaxing 3^,060 horsepower f a " , haB 

6onj3ste^ tranaforDffld the character of the work, fapodltlcm •''iahlng 
is very in ihlr region. In 1938 the take by bipeditione waa 
S percent of the entire ^ar * 6 catch# T'he technique pf coaBtal fieh- 
ing has likewise changed radically. Fixed Seines accoant for JO 
cent of the aimtial catch. Of the pelagic fish exploited In the Black 
Sea the pelamyd (young tunny) is the most important. 


The accuncLl&ted organizational and technical experience gained 
over the years brought the Industry through the difficult years of 
the war. The temporary occupation by the eneay of a, number of fish- 
ing basins, and pairtial destruction of their material and taolniloal 
base by the Buselan people was met with such thorough reorganisation 
of the Industry that the entire catch fell only 10 percent below the 
prewar level. The war has pennitted ue to know onr strengths an! 
■potent lalltiea batter. It may be said that the labor pioouctlvlty in 
the principal basins during the war not .only did not “ fall; off but 
exceeded the prewar level 5.’5 percent ^excluding Siberia), while on 
the colloctlTe fisheries it Increased 27 percent (as of 19*4t). 


'The fishing' industry Is ncv rapidly recovering from tha 'wounds 
cf -var. Paolr^ ^he IndJio^ry ie the iremendcua cf attaining the 
Five-Tear Plan goal of 22 million centners of fish in 1950. 
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